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CCR Workshop Question and Answer
Q-Today in the presentation, when discussing the FAR changes, one of the presenters mentioned that orders against basic ordering agreements don't have to be modified.  Is that also true of task orders and delivery orders placed against the GSA schedules? and/or other government agency BPAs?

A- If the schedule/BPA has been modified to include the appropriate clauses related to CCR, there is no need to modify orders/calls against it.  Please note that it is our understanding that GSA is modifying all current GSA schedules to include the appropriate CCR requirement
Q- What Liability Relief is there for the Contracting Officer for vendor data that is not correct?
A-The FAR clauses clearly state that the government is not accountable if the vendor has provided incorrect information to CCR.
Q-Regarding grant applicants registering in CCR, will this be a FAR change? If yes, how is this being communicated?  Is there going to be a Federal-level requirement for this?

A-We anticipate that the grants community will also require grantees to register in CCR.  These requirements will be communicated through the eGrants initiative.  A FAR change is not expected at this time.
Q-What are the exceptions to the registration requirements?

A- Exceptions are for purchases made using the purchase card; classified contracts; deployed contracting officers in military operations or emergency operations;  unusual or compelling needs; foreign vendors for work to be completed outside of US when considered to be impractical; and micro-purchases that do not use EFT and are not required to be reported.

Q-When is the final rule going to come out for CCR?

A- FAC 16, which includes the final rule for CCR, is expected to be published October 1, 2003.
Q-What are the rules regarding requiring foreign contractors to register in the CCR?

A- Foreign registrants are required to register in CCR unless it is deemed to be impractical. 

Q-With the shift to online certs and reps, will SF18 and SF42 be modified to include the DUNS number?

A- These changes are not anticipated.  The vendor is already required to provide its DUNS number.
Q- Regarding exceptions to CCR registration, what about tuition payments and one-time payments (EFTs)?  
A- If the actions are governed by the FAR, the only exceptions are those noted in the above answer.  Please note that one-time payments, while an exception for the use of electronic funds transfer (EFT), are not an exception for being registered in CCR. 
Q- If information is obtained from CCR, can that information be used across all of the ERP?  (single point of entry)

A- Yes. The data collected in CCR for vendors can be used throughout an ERP system.
Q-Is the registration instantaneous or will there be a waiting period?

A- A registration is completed after all edit checks and validations are completed.  On average the time required to complete this process is less than 10 hours.
Q- On the CCR main screen, it is obvious that it was built to facilitate registration.  However, it is not obvious how to navigate for search.  Will the navigation be improved?

A- CCR will review the suggestion at the next Functional Requirement Board meeting.

Q- How do you validate the quality of data?

A- CCR validates the vendor data using over 300 edit checks in addition to validations with sources such as Dun and Bradstreet, DLIS CAGE system, US Postal Zip Code and US Treasury AB Routing table.  CCR will continue to increase the number of authoritative sources of data for validation purposes.  However, in the end, final responsibility for the accuracy of the data remains with the vendor registering.  Note that contracting officers must always use the appropriate due diligence in selecting a responsible contractor.

Q- Once payment comes due, if vendor is inactive in CCR, how does that effect the prompt pay requirement?  Can we withhold payment?
A- If the vendor is inactive in CCR, the clauses associated with CCR from section 32 of the FAR indicate that payment can be withheld.

Q- What are the implications of contractors having access to vendor information, given the signing of the non-disclosure agreement?

A- Paragraph 8 of the CCR Non-Disclosure Agreement states:  The Data Receiver agrees it shall not disclose or provide access to information described in paragraphs 1 and 4 to anyone unless it has verified that the recipient has been properly authorized to receive such information, e.g., employees of The Data Receiver or contractors who have signed Employee/Subcontractor Non-Disclosure Agreements pursuant to this Agreement and that information be furnished to DLIS. By signing this document you agree that data disseminated to you from CCR, including all email information, will only be used for official and government authorized activity.  Any violation of this agreement will result in permanent cancellation of your contract with CCR.

Q- Is the CCR registration DUNS number for the address where the offer is being made?  (DUNS #s are dependent on location)

A-  The vendor should register the offices it uses to contract with the Government (i.e., that is shown on the face of contracts/orders).  The DUNS numbers should correspond with those office locations.  The EFT information for that DUNS number can be tied to the bank account the vendor wants to use.  Note that there is only one EFT account available per record in CCR.
Q- If a very small contractor does business with only one agency, do they need to register in the CCR?  Does the FAR allow for exceptions?

A- The FAR rule does provide some exceptions (note the answer above).  Please note that the example given would not correspond to one of the exceptions. 

Q- What do you do if an award is granted to a central office (with one DUNS #) but task orders are completed at multiple locations (each with different DUNS #s)?

A-  The use of CCR does not correspond with where goods/services are produced/performed.  The vendor’s CCR record should correspond with the office that received the award (i.e., is noted on the face of the award document).
Q-Are you considering in CCR establishing a link between contractors and PPIRS?

A- Yes.  The BPN site will have links for PPIRS and CCR. 
Q- Do grantees need to be registered in CCR?

A- Yes. It is expected that the eGrants initiative will also require that grantees to be registered in CCR prior to a grant award.

Q-Someone suggested that on FedBizOpps, words should be placed to tell vendors that they have to register in CCR.

A-That will be done when the Final Rule is out.

Q- Are payments that are very small an exception?

A-  The requirement for a vendor to be registered in CCR is independent on the value of the acquisition alone.  Please see the exceptions noted above.
Q-Is CCR going to supplant Pro-Net?

A- CCR and PRO-Net are complementary.  CCR provides PRO-Net information daily.  PRO-Net directly links vendors to CCR to register.  SBA still uses Pro-Net to feed additional downstream systems for certification purposes.

Q- How often are vendors required to update their registration?

A- At least annually, but they can do it anytime.

Q-Are vendors required to clean up their data?

A- If they do not fill out the required fields, the registration is not valid.  If their payment information is incorrect, the government, in accordance with the appropriate clauses in the contract, is not responsible for payment completion.
Q-Will listing of excluded parties be part of CCR?
A-Yes.  This is a future requirement of the BPN.

Q- How can an agency operate without access to the internet?

A- Contact the CCR Help Desk at 1-888-227-2423 and request access to CCR data by regular shipment of CD-Roms.  Additionally, the extracts could be provided via other methods.  The agency could then post them on an internal system.
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